Benjamin Library Corner
By Linda Moskovics

Our pumpkin coloring contest was a huge success with 50 children participating.  The 14 lucky winners each received a large pumpkin donated by Albertsons market on Waring Road.  A big “Thank you” to manager, Richard Brown, for the generous donation for this fun outreach event.

In the Art Gallery, for the month of November, Photographer Kalju Kotka will have portraits, landscapes and cityscapes done with large and small format films and digitally.  Please stop in to see these interesting photos.  In the display cases the San Diego Mineral and Gem Society has gems, petrified wood and dinosaur bones on display.

In the Art Gallery, for the month of December, Marcia Treidweiler will have her lovely paintings on display.  Brandon Oakes will have his black and white urban portrait photography in the display cases.

The following is a listing of our regularly scheduled programs:

· Preschool story time, for ages 3-5, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., 11/6, 11/13, 11/20/11/27, 12/4, 12/11, and 12/18.
· Pajama story time is held every second Wednesday, from 6:30-7:15 p.m., 11/14 and 12/12

· Crafts are every first Thursday, from 3:30-4:30 p.m., 11/1 and 12/6.

· Benjamin Branch book Club meets every second Monday, from 1-2 p.m., on 11/19 (due to being closed for Veterans Day) and 12/10.  In November they will meet and discuss On Chesil Beach by Ian McEwan.  The December book will be determined at the November meeting.  The Benjamin Branch obtains copies of the book for all participants.

· The Navajo Adult Mystery class meets every Thursday, from 1-3:00 p.m., 11/1, 11/8, 11/15, 11/29, 12/6, 12/13, 12/20.
Speaker Series is held every first Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. These are free and open to the public and refreshments are served.  Two scheduled Speakers Series are:

· On November 7th Linda Yo, author of Asian Slim Secrets, will discuss: Increase Your Metabolism, Lose Weight and Stay Slim For Life!
· On December 5th Charles Kaye, of the San Diego Police Department, will discuss Myspace.com for parents.  Come and learn what every parent may want to know about Myspace.  This should be an informative evening for all in attendance.

The San Diego Public Library System now has free reserves.  Patrons can place reserves from the library's catalog or can call a branch or Central Library and staff will place the reserve for you.  There is a 25 book limit for reserves.  Those items reserved, and not picked up within the 8-day hold period, will be charged $1.00 per item. 
